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MAGGIE SMITH

London Plane

The plane tree peels 
to yellowed newsprint,

littering the yard 
with stiff sleeves of bark

collaged ivory and dove. 
A gray squirrel stands 

on its hind legs, gently 
combing clover 

with its paws, as if 
it were fur on the back 

of some animal it loves 
and tends to.
 
Of everywhere 
I’ve lived, this is home 

because my daughter 
draws it: periwinkle 

crayon for the peeling 
shake siding, black 

pluses for windows, 
a handful of pastels 

for the plane tree, 
pale and painterly. 

Every year it sheds 
its skin down to white bone. 

I pick up a mottled cuff 
and cup my wrist 

to show my daughter 
how to wear it.
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Continuous Procession, 2015
Oil on Wood Panel, 30 x 40 in
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