BARBARA VAUGHN EMILY KURN The hens emerge from their coop.

In a tumult of mottled feathers and ruddy combs,
they dig into the dirt, determined
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This is all they know,

sleek beaks pecking for worms

and slug eggs in the soil. Nothing rests,
warm bodies rise with the sun every day

in hopes of making some small discovery
to carry home. Desire is written

into us. Night comes. The hens return

to their roost. Wings are folded,

the temporary surrender

of liftoff. It’s the same thing over and over.

The bright tumble into morning,

the world within beak’s reach pecked at and torn,

slim red heads darting. But look,
when you reach one hand into the rubble:
two tan eggs, flawless and warm
and waiting to be cracked open.
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