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Garden Repose, 2016
Oil on canvas, 48 x 48 in

CHARLES GOODRICH

Birds Dying  
of Old Age

1

The sparrow decided
eons ago
that when her time came

she’d just give up
fighting the fleas and ticks
and lie down in the duff

and close her eyes
and let the little people
eat her back to the Earth.

2

Just let me get back to Mexico
the turkey vulture is thinking

halfway across the gulf
his shoulder socket grinding with pain.

Back to my favorite tree
with the cow bones scattered underneath 

and the beautiful view 
across the empty chaparral.

3

The storm petrel was traveling solo, 
riding a northeasterly off Kamchatka
when her heart stopped. 

She crumpled into a feathered clump
and the wind carried her a few miles farther
before dropping her into the North Pacific.

4

An Anna’s hummingbird
laps up a nightcap from our feeder
then returns to his favorite viburnum.

As darkness descends
he latches his claws around a familiar twig
and falls asleep and never wakes up.

The scarlet feathers of his gorget fade
but for years his desiccated body will remain 
perched there on the branch.
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