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DANA GIOIA

“ Words,  
Words,  
Words”

It isn’t just the words, though we have made
a science of them. Eloquence excels
in polishing the sentiments we need
no longer say.
Words are the cards, not why the game is played.

It isn’t just the rhyme, though we surmise
the accidental insights of conjunction—
the superstitious chanting we despise
but can’t forget,
shamed by our childish pleasure in surprise.

It isn’t just the pain we hope to end.
Old wounds still seep their blood between the lines.
The truest words subvert what we intend.
They bring no ease.
The cost is always more than we can spend.

It is the luck to fail at what we started,
of letting language use us as a vessel
swept on a course we never could have charted—
to hope that once
the angel came, possessed us, and departed.
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