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JOHN WHALEN

Inside a Tree

Sunlight leans you toward a pretty pine 
with translucent needles, a flurry of wind. 
Yet she never intends an ocean voyage.
Owns property in the middle of summer.

If you live inside a tree, then sunlight’s the thing.
A history in one place, though there are other places.
Inside your tree—underside of the moon 
chewed off.

Inside your tree—a sideways-walking coyote. 
If you live inside a tree, Coyote dreams.
If you live inside a tree all winter in 
Washington State and go home to Australia in May,

it’s winter again.
You never have summer all the years you are a tree.
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