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ALISON LUTERMAN

Praise

The thin soprano tune floated up from under the building, 
which was pancaked on its cheap foundation. 
Haiti, two weeks after the quake, hell’s aftermath.
A hundred thousand buried overnight
in hastily dug ditches, because of the heat. 
So no one believed she was really alive, 
this girl trapped under rubble for almost two weeks, 
until a worker heard tunes issuing from twisted rebar 
and stopped, petrified in disbelief. 

She was still singing when they pulled her out, 
skinny as the edge of a sickle moon. 
I watched on TV from my living room 
as Darlene Etienne, age sixteen, 
was drawn forth from her living tomb, 
caroling hymns in Creole.

How many mornings have I struggled 
with the voice in my brain 
that hisses, Give up, you are lost? But this girl 
sang herself through the closed door of the grave 
and it opened and she rose. Praise the light. 
Praise the few drops of water that kept her alive,
dripping from a broken pipe. Praise the slender
thread of song that told them where to dig.
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