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Consider the equation between poison and beauty:
Does each black stripe on a monarch butterfly add to its  

lethal potency?

Females with wings of Jerusalem gold, the males boasting
a deep rust with a black spot on their hind wings.
Do such gaudy colors attract or repel birds hunting a mouthful?

Heavenly plants are often the most poisonous:
Angel’s trumpet—and the Easter lily, a symbol of the Virgin 

Mary—both deadly.

In Victorian times each flower was assigned a meaning:
Marigold = jealousy
Lily of the valley = purity of heart, sprung from Eve’s tears

A man I loved asked me to plant oleander; I refused, convinced
he would succumb to the curve of its petals, lick its white lips.

Later we walked through a meadow of clinging nettles,
dead-ending at a small pile of bones.
He did not notice the ducks lifting over the water.
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