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GARY YOUNG The fire grew larger every day, an enormous arrow of flame 
pointed at our house. For three days I hiked through the 
woods to avoid roadblocks, and watered the garden and my 
trees. The air was tinted yellow by the smoke, and even 
things close at hand seemed far away. The few birds that 
remained sang songs I didn’t recognize, songs I’d never 
heard. Our house was saved, but when the flames turned 
away for good, I felt defeated. If it all had burned, we’d 
have been free. Holding nothing but a few photographs 
and a single suitcase, we might have carried on, moving 
fast, traveling light.
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